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f PUB 



As A Oovtsst TO Fkektuoi ou r. 



(By Joseph Roger-. ) 



The Roman throng detecting joy in deeds of blood, 

Tho Coliseum fills, to wager gold or worded breath, 
On Whether sword or spear would win when Nero should 

With haughty mein demand the erne] beet of death. 

Enslaver of a world! Matured in acts of war 

His hardened beart lebukei the pitiful appeal, 
Of ranquiah'd foe, or bleeding Radiator; 

The Boman oourta^frtes that allow the ring of steel. 

A WOfd he sjH'aks and blood of man befoull the sands; 

Ho aervei tho arm of Jore to lenr e tho mighty stroke 
That mailed breast, or trained skill, in vain, withstands, 

To guard the human life subjected to his yoke. 

Hut see! The gladiator walk toward the place. 

Where Nero, sleepless stutfer of the maws of Rome, 

In quiet sits amid the dames and men who -race, 

With mirth and murder plot the splendor of his home. 

With lightning speed they draw the swords from out their 
sheaths, 

Then panee whore Xoro can their every action see, 
Ami not aware how Victory may give her wreaths, 
They cry, "Omarl We die and dying salute thee!" 

V 

Tho noise of sj)eculation hovers over all, 

As warily the brawny warriors throw their shields 

In place; much Deeded measures fur the battle's call, 
Allow- the sudden blow Alertness always deals. 

The signal peals, and wild excitement dances out, 
As clash of weapon ushers in the bloody strife. 

"Attack him warily," the most cautious shout, 

And carnage answers back with "Uei well the knife." 



The lighter-, ever fearful of the coward'- fate. 

Are worked up to madne.-s by the bootl and jocr-. 

And itrive, like tigera, aacb other to lubjugate, 
For tardineei meeti torment that the bravest (ears. 

The flashing steel like tonguei of reaenting makes, 
Leap bere and there in hopei to reach the vital spot 

Hy thrusf or cut, what matter which, if blow but backs, 
Or Bnaps the earth-born right to life the foe bai gotl 

The mob, enshrin'd in doubt allays its noisy din, 

And tries to read in feints, or deed8, the lighters minds, 

For^gold, in plenty, come to those whose judgments win, 
B} seeing, now, which .-word the greater -kill unwinds. 

Ah, there it is! The cruel steel tinds tlesh at la-t. 

And human blood before the Roman vision pour-. 
As tho victor's tigerish yell of victory tloats past, 
To lire the plaudits that in wildest fien/,v >.,ar>. 
* \ 
Proclaim your lust! Find pleasure in another's pain, 

twine your thorns about the brow of him who wins, 
pining ago will note the fall of those so -lain, 
off your children a>k correct ion for your -ins. 

Tlie victor plants his foot, on his late comrade's neck, 
To cru-h resistance in a body nearly dead, 

cries, "Thy will, oh, Ca-ar, visit, mi the wreck, 
[him who bravely at thy gory banquet bled." 

Xere with soul of tiger darting from his eve-, 

Aoupts the verdict that the noisy mob give- breath, 
standing up to better view the bleeding prize, 
gives by use of voice and thumb the ligB of death. 
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The thirsty steel, in mercy, pliei its hellish work, 
And toMei on the sands th< fallen mortal'i bead ; 

A frame, in vrhose reoessei late i life did lurk, 
To make i Soman holiday, liee torn and dead. 

The rarvivor muting o'er the empty glory m n, 

With bowed head addrccsoi low the shattered clay: 

4 - Forgive mi*, (Iwudins, flic cruel deed Pve done, 
I lost Jill light ol thy dear friendship in the fray." 



"IVe kill'd a friend," and like fire the burning thought, 
Destroy! all bar of what may oome of (fero 9 ! frown, 
So he exclaims, "My country I die the skill thou taught, 

Thy in battlei meant to drag the liomans down. 

"Arouse thy hosts, and when, oh, nation of the free, 

Thy valor cute a passage through the Roman galea, 

Amid a heap of slain a ion <>f thine thoull -»•<•, 

Who died to glut his ire on conditions thai he hairs." 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 



Proposed Shrine for Pope 



The New Scheme Announced by Archbishop Farley for Raising 
More Cash Conies in for Biting Criticism. 



{By Josephine K. Henry.J 

The press announees that Arshbishop Parley of New York is 
io purchase ths boms of Pops Pius IX. in Italy, and convert it 
into a shrine, in which ths relies of thai pontiff will he placed. 

N " supposes Cor a moment thai the Archbishop win put 
a dollar of his own noney into this enterprise. He will simply 

ISSUS an order to hi- dnpss to come up with the shekels, and 

they win Dome, and the Arshbishop will perform tin- reel of 
tin- stunt in founding i new shrine. When the thing has been 
done it win he Masoned forth what a great itrvies tin- Arsh- 
bishop has rendered tin- irorld, sad what a bard working, self- 
sacrificing Archbishop lie is, and that he is grooming himself 
lor eanonlsation. 
What larthiv good is a shrine t«» this weary old struggling 

world.' Shanties lor tin- pcopl,- arc needed much more than 

shrinss lor popes. Yet the people erho under orders bom their 
bishop put up their bard-earned money tor ihrinss, seldom have 
a roof to shelter them, ami ia long is they are exploited by 
popss and prelatse, they never will bars. Ons would think with 
a Vatican containing eleven bnndrsd rooms there would be 

SnOttgh room l<» StOTS the relieS Of the popes ecclesiastical milli- 
nery, the ridieulous pettieoats, aprons, eapse, hat-, etc, the 
eleigy ^<-t themselves np in. I have often wondered when 
bishops get themselves np in iatin petticoats, Ums capes, red 

hatl| diamonds ringB, etc., If they do no) ha\e a good lattgh in 

their bishops sleeve., of what elowns they make of thcuiselves 

ill order to dupe the people. A bishop in lull eOStUUM to wor- 
ship the Lord in the beauty of bolinsSSj throws iii the shade 
tin- summer -ill in her eottdng-OUl hall dress. Kulers and the 

elergy always get the credit for whatever the people do and 

pay lor. To read the comments on tin Vietorian era one would 

think Queen Victoria personally built the gnat battleships of 
the English navy, iron the battlsc of English soldiers with weak 

and Oppressed nations, made tin- laws and leicntifil discoveries, 
and wrote all I he books of her lime, when in fact she was an 
extremely ordinary woman who never did or said anything 

worth recording, except t<» beat tin- English people <>nt of vast 

sums ol' money to support her numerous progeny, When the 

Episcopal Bishop, Potter, of New York, died recently, the press 

run- with praises of his -real services to mankind (nothing was 



said Shout womankind though the Bishoprk would have been 
lean pickings without the women of his diocese and a millionaire 

wife). Bishop Potter's greatest work, the papers said, was the 
building of the splendid Cathedral of st. John the Divine, on 

lCorninglidc drive This cathedral has already cost over ten 
millions of dollars, and it will take two three times that much 

to finish it. Bishop Potter had the richest sinecure in the 

American Church, bssids was a man of wealth, and married a 
second uife worth million... It would he Interesting to know 
how much of bii wealth Bishop Potter put into the St. John 
the Divine Cathedral. Possibly not enough to buy two bricks 
and the mortar to cement them. y \ this MmS bishop was the 
champion clerical bc«^ar of his time. He stood in his <;or«;eous 
chancel and beg g ed millions of money, yet if the hall-starved 
men ami women who are out of work in this count ry beg on 
the Streets, they are escorted by the "euthuncn in blue to the 
station house. 

The law protects a bishop in his -rati ami jails the starving 
beggar Christianity teaches that all men are sinners. The 
New Testament tells of two Johns; one of them was the brother 
of Jesus, one nl the seven children of the Virgin Mary. Both 
these Johns Srere "mere men." ElOW did one of them become 
Bi John the Divine lor which the Potter Cathedral is named/ 

Certainlj either of these Johns could fed much out of place 

in this Splendid cathedral. Matthew 3:4 says: "And the HUM 

John bad bis raiment of eamals 1 hair and a leathern girdls 

about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey." The 
Other John had less than this, and if either of them should 
appear today at a "Bishop's I'alace" he would he ordered from 

the premissa 

Farley with his Popc'l shrine scheme and Potter with his 
cathedral are both in the same business, that of robbing their 
rich and poor dupes. What earthly good are cat In di als, ami 
pope's shrines anyway? Churches and religious shrines depre- 
ciate the value of all property near them. Nine tenths of the 
time they are closed and as dark and forbidding as vaults. 

Church doors never iwing wide to inciter the homslsss from 

SOld Or storm. If it Cere not for the Almighty Dollar, bishops 
and the other elergy would not bother much IDOUt < hurches and 
shrines; they would leave Almi-hly Cod severely alone to build 
his own cathedrals and shrines. 

It would be Interesting to know just how much of the coin 
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Heavenly Exchequer, and 

middle men uet tor their 



that 



how much per cent the clergy— the 
begging services. The eliurch is (he 



is 6Ml 



the altar of t he Lord" ever 



the 



uiant robber of the world. It is the same yesterday, today and 
torev.r. and its various questionable methods of getting money, 
have never been equalled by the most accomplished political 
grafters. 

Il is an insult |q OOOUMfl intelligence to claim that one class 



Of human befogl have a knowledge of the destiny of humanity 
and are called by I Qod to be spiritual guides for the race. \nt 

one pope, prieet or pro o e her that ever begged money for the 
Lord has ever been able to produce his ftirmnrimifrn from Deity. 
The prit st is the beting delegate of an imaginary god, and 
though other duties are side-tracked, he never neglects to beg. 
VeneiUee, Ky. 



Short Lessons in Greatness 



a 



As the Lives of Great and Brave Men In- 
and Love We 



(By August Seymore.) 
The name of Giordano Bruno is a 
thorn in the eye of the triumphant beasl 
of Koine. 

IbU greet apostle of continued truths 
was born at Nola, Italy, in llie year 1548, 
oi' poor parents, lie was like his native 
soil, volcanic in temperament. His life's 
work wrought destruction to much of the 
so-called learning of tbf church of Home. 
Wonderful truths and wisdom poured 
forth from his intellectual crater like 
streams of lava from volcauo. 

He was brought up .11 the church of 
Bome. He early realized the corruption, 

pervertion end deterioration of that organi- 
zation and his contempt for clerical and 
political tyranny soon fanned itself into a 
longing for mental freedom. 

We lind him at seventeen 111 the convent 
of Domenioo Maggiore, in Naples, whence 
he had gone, there being but three oppor- 
tunities for a ambitious young man in his 
d a \ >, namely: The law, the army, and the 
church. In l.">7."> we lind linn .1 full Hedged 
priest . lie 1000 beciimi a monk but as one 
of the chief qualities of a monk is mental 
submission he resigned, preferring to re- 
main honest with the world. With the 
great Shelly he might have said : 
"from that honi did 1 with earnest 
thought 

Heap knowledge from forbidden mines 
Of lore, 

Vet nothing that my tyrants knew Of 
thought 

1 cared to learn, but from that secret 
store 

Wrought linked armor for my soul, before, 
It might walk forth to war among man- 
kind." 

The doetrinei of the church of Uome had 
become obnoxious to Kruno and he never 
Inflated to give his opinions to the world. 



He loved mental honesty, a wrtue fatal to 
any church. He knew the (fob he was in- 
curring, for men were daily tortured to 
death for trooaon ageinei Uod. 

The motto of the Churci of Kome was: 
"Li MeeM on La Mort" (ma>s or death). 
A noble motto worthy of the Church oi* 
Qod and perfectly in keeping with its prac- 
tice. After being hunted from city to city, 
from France to Italy, thence to Germany, 
back to fiance, thence to Switzerland, the 
home pf tbi gentle Calvin, after tilling rost- 
rums in the great universities of Europe, 
after defeating in mental combat all the 
intellectual giants of Ei rope, the cruel 
lingers of Koine, red wit. human blood, 
black with crime, tinally caught him, tried 
him and condemned him to death by tire. 

It was on Thursday, the 17th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1G00, that this intellectual giant, 
hero, champion, lover of intellectual free- 
dom, was brought forth to die. It was a 
tenet day in Kome, as was any day when a 
human being was to be burned to death by 
the order of the followers of the meek 
Na/arene. It was a grand spectacle. Spe- 
cial platform were erected lor sightseerv 
ami Pilgrim of tin- true church who had 

oouu to enjoy the agony of a dying Infidel 

( !) and, incidentally, to purc!ia>e sin far- 
giveneaf from him wIki 14 Standi on an 
equality with the son of (lod." Also, spe- 
cial platforms, elaborately decorated with 
the colors of the true church, hail beta 
• reeled opposite the stake tor the special 
benefit of the holy men of Qod who Con- 
dueled the praying and singinu with one 
hand, while they lit the fagots with the 
other hand. Fifty cardinals had come to 
ROM to attend the burning of Bruno, ami 
thus show their loyaltj to the true religion. 
There they sat, droscd in purple, Wearing 
the lady cross the symbol of meekness, 
while their hearts were filled with venom 
and hatred for their helpless victim. If 
there he a treason Igaintt Qod it II to burn 
a man at the itakl in His name or for His 
cause. 

u 1 go to carry the divine in 11s to the 
divUM in the universe." These were among 



bil last words which contemporary tradi- 
tions assigned to him. 

And now the fagots are being piled high 
about his feet. He submits himself to be 
bound. What his thoughts were we know 
not, but that enthusiasm for truth sup- 
ports! Giordano Bruno in his last moments 
we cannot doubt. The last smile which 
paaeed over his manly face was, when a 
little girl, following the example of, the 
holy men of God, carried a fagot to the 
feet of the great martyr and philosopher. 
The lire hla/es around the form of Bruno, 
but not a moan escapes his thin lips. No 

expression of anger pojooi bin pale fooe. 

But to add insult to injury a priest thru<t 

a erneifix under his eyeOj but Biuno looking 

straight at the offender e\eiained: "I have 
HO hell to fear and no heaven t<> hope 
for." 

Bmno is no more, but today his bronze 
statue stands in Koine meted OH the very 
>pot where he was burned to death, by the 
\ icious Ingot! Of rapacious Koine, as an 
eternal witness to the inhuman treatment 
which this great and harmless man suf- 
fered at the hands of those men whose 
God lives in the sky. 

His name is tirmly hewed upon the great 

roeki of Immortality. Hii honeoty ooet him 
his life. 



THE PHILOSOPHICAL BIBLE CLASS 
UNION OF AMERICA. 



Text-Book Bible Myths and Their Parallel 
in Other Religions (by Doane) 



Lessons for the mouth of AugUOtj 1900] 
August 1— The Crucitixioii of Christ 

Jeeoe continued from page 1*7 to page 103. 

AuguM S The i Yucitixion of Chri>t 

Jeene continued from page id:; to page LOO. 

August 1.") The Crueiti\ion of Christ 
Jesus continued from ptgl t" page 000, 
August 2'2— The Darkness at the Cruci 

Union, page 006 to page Oil 

August 00 Christ Jesus' Descent into 

Heii. page iM l to page Hft. 

Prof. A. J. Clausen. N'at 'I Or-auizer. 

St. Ansgar, Iowa. 
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Let the Fight Be Fair 



Author of Man's Origin and Destiny Makes 
Strong Reply to a Number of His 



of Language. 



(By Dr. A. llausinan.) 
"The belter is the enemy of the good," 
says a proverb whose truth is illustrated 
by proyif.s>, IM are eternally striving to 
obUdll nmtthiBf superior to what we pos- 
sess. The purpose of this peaceable strug- 
gle is not destruction M in wars, but the 
improvement of our existence and both 
pa r tit lj thi ttitof Mid the vanquished par- 
ticipate equally in the benelicial results. 
In this friendly rivalry in which both com- 
batant^ are moved by a BOBIWOB impulse, 
interest in the general welfare, there are 
certain rules and restrictions observed in 
the use of weapons or tools employed, in- 
tended to secure a lair decision of the ques- 
tion at issue. In scientific deputes lan- 
guage is the weapon used, consisting of 
many words, each of which has a certain 
meaning universally understood and agreed 
upon Mid n i> easy to see that we can not 
argue a matter UP In the jjjjptid signifi- 
cance li rttpoetod by '>"ib parties. In Mich 
contests it is usually the weaker party 
which reports to unfair t ricks and subter- 
fufl and 11 ll against such i eprehensible 
pract ices I mployed bv our opj>oi)cnts in the 
battle oi iiinjvs,, t | Ml 1 W an! to register a 
protest with the umpire the public. 

1 have trtfOHtly noticed iliat our op- 
ponents at the wrong end of the rope in 
t lit* eternal tug of war between progress 
and barbarian, resort to jugglery of words, 
instead Of arguing witli facts, when they 
are OorBtrtd and c;in no longer avoid ab- 
surd conclusions from wrong [Htm I Ml 
Whenever you call the attention of a pre- 
tended Christian (a real one does not 
exist), U> the unpleasant fact that the 
Christian Ml was more barbarous than thi 
pagan age. thi reply will be almost invaria- 
bly that thi religion at the time was not 
the right kind of Christianity, alt hough 
thili was never any other. Or, if you make 
uncomplimentary remarks about the pod 
who is supposed to be responsible for all 
the human misery, the answer will be, oh, 
that is not the right god, the one that I 
mean is quite different, lie is outside the 
universe and in it, he is in tlx- -ky, in the 
earth, the water and 1 he solid rOiklj around 
me and in me the latter being the most 
astounding Willlon, tin- speaker betraying 
in no way a t race of divinity. 

Now oin- friend A. K. Wade has fallen 
into the same sinful ways, using words in 
a wrong manner tending to distort the 
of my remarks on Christian Sci- 



ence in its relation to medicine. I do not 
care to be called a fool or ass, provided it 
il proved that 1 deserve such epithets, but 
1 object to having imputed false opinions 
by means of using certain terms to desig- 
nate objects for which they are not in- 
tended. 

In his explanations .Brother Wade men- 
lions certain parties in Los Angeles and 
San Diego intimating that it could be in- 
terred from my statements that they were 
liars. Since 1 do not know them nor their 
relation to the matter in dispute, I fail to 
see the point. 

But in regard to my opinion of our 
judicial system and court proceedings, 
Brother Wade has expressed my sentiments 
correctly and xent events in California 
have not tended to change them. A San 
r'ranciseo paper recently published an ac- 
count of the costs of the graft prosecution 
linM the lire, which amount to a little over 
>-'l.i.'»<H> and to this 067,000 more must bo 
added as the cost of the Calhoun trial just 
ended. What has the city received for this 
money, paid at a time when she was stif- 
fen ng from the recent disaster and thou- 
sands of people were without work? Noth- 
ing absolutely nothing, not a dollar restored 
nor a single criminal in the penitentiary. 
Two! her Wade may be satisfied with this 
kind of justice. I am not. 

Concerning Mrs. Kddy's pretensions, I 
reduced them to their proper limits, but my 
opponent claims ;is a fact that mind is the 
sole and principal agent in thi cure of all 
diseases, not «uily functional but organic, 
and here is win re I differ with Brother 
Wade. Aside from the one class of dis- 
eases in which disturbance of the mind 
causes disorders of the nutritive system, 
itiltlltl take their tOttm entirely inde- 
pendent from the intellectual functions. In 
certain fevers, as in typhoid for instance, 
the mind is affected often to the extent of 
complete unconsciousness and if Brother 
Wude can show that even in this condition 
it is-the partial or entire agent in the cure 
of the disease, hi will have enriched science 
by a great discovery and have conferred 
upon him horn nary degrees by the medical 
faculties. Tn the meantime we know 
the course these diseases take without 
the slight est regard to the mind. We also 
know that we have no remedies against the 
djxr.ises, except about half a dozen, and 
vet the mortality in all of them has been 
greatly reduced by proper treatment in 
typhoid fevr for instance, from over 30 
per cent at the beginning of the last cen- 
tury to 5 per cent and less at the present 
time. 

In his statement that in 



nature (mind) will rebuild the wasted tis- 
sues and restore the lungs again, Brother 
Wade has so far strayed from the truth 
that I advise him to consult in future a 
competent person if he intends to write 
on a subject on which he is ignorant. In 
the first place the destroyed lung is never 
rebuilt after the germs are killed, it is re- 
placed by a solid connective tissue which 
can not perform the functions of the lung. 
In the second, mind has nothing to do with 
the healing directly (it may improve the 
condition) and to use the term sym.no- 
mously with nature, is the practice against 
which I protest. It is true that according 
to our views (not Mrs. Eddy's), mind is 
part of nature, the same as life, death, 
fire, electricity and everything else, but the 
term designates something definite, our in- 
tellectual functions (and since Darwin 
those of tlie higher animals) and can not 
be applied indiscriminately to something 



When a bone is broken, the tissue has 
the injury, whether the individual has a 
mind or not, as in young children and ani- 
mals. In some of the lower forms of the 
latter which certainly can not claim to 
posses a mind, the power of regeneration 
is developed to such a degree, that an entire 
limb may be reproduced. 

Medical science has recognized the heal- 
ing power of nature long before our friend 
Wade was born and his well meant advice 
to keep up with the new discoveries comes 
| trifle late. Medical science does not pre- 
tend to usurp these functions of nature but 
steps in where she fails to save the life or 
usefulness of an individual and in this way 
the art of healing has achieved its satisfac- 
tory results. When a bone is broken the 
tissues have the tendency to produce ma- 
terial for the union of the fragments but 
neither mind nor nature can replace them 
into the proper position ami keep them in 
it until a union has been effected. It re- 
quires indeed a human mind, not of the 
patient but of the surgeon, h. perform this 
task and when properly done it matters not 
whether the former applies his mind to 
Mrs. Eddy's book, tin- Koran, Bible, or any 
other work. When a joint is dislocated it 
must be reduced by skillful manipulations, 
during which the mind of the patient is 
often excluded from taking part in the pro- 
ceedings by being temporarily extinguished 
in narcose. Many wounds will never heal 
and others (for instance, those which open 
the abdomen), are invariably fatal, if not 
prope rly dosed according to the rules of 
surgery. And improved technique alone 
do. s not account for the brilliant results of 
modern surgery, the strict observance of 
antiseptics is an indispensable postulate. 
To give an idea of the wonderful reduction 
of mortality in certain operations the mind 
of scientists to 
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(Lister in the front rank), has produced, 
I will mention an incident in which the 
partial UN well known to BM at the time. 
A prominent physician. professor of 
surirery. of the pie-antiseptic age. remarked 
to a younger colleague who later attained 
even grtftttl prominence, that the climate 
of that city was not I'avorahle to operations 

requiring the opening of the abdominal cav- 
ity, he had done it 1(1 times and all he had 
to show were 16 graves in the cemetery. 
The younger surgeon later performed this 



operation more than seventy times in snc- 
cession without losing a single case. 

I hope Brother Wade ml! relate some 

eam in which a dislocated joint was re- 
duced, a broken hone set, a imaahed limb 

cured, a child in shoulder presentation 

tnrned — all by the powerful mind of lira, 

P>. Kddy or anyhody else, then I am ready 
to Poraake the god of reason ami worship 
the ido] of humbug. 

Calif. 



Wat Me An' Ant Patty Knowed 



How the "Preecher" Got a Mud Bath as 
Punishment for Flirtatious 
Propensities. 



i By B, .1. and May Beals-Hoffpauir.) 

Wun time I ast oaf skool teeclier wat is 
a hootchy kootchy dance an our skool 
teccher BM its rhfl way thl | ure in lid lift 
dance at camp meetin ft>!iny. But inv pa 
sex our skool teccher is a ryhald an pro- 
fax n yu ug man. 

Our hole nayhorhood goaf Braiy on camp- 
meet ins every year. We've got a Ug taber- 
nacle down by the bayofl an great Ug oke 
trees aronn it an the wimman has prayer 
meet i?is at sundown way out under the 
trati an howl. 

Wun time my ant Patty come a visit in 
us at campmeelin time. Ant Patty is a 
beaut an a pood fellow. Her eyes is smiley 
an shiney an our skool teccher told her 
wun Bight her hare is spun gold. I hurd 
him SOS they w«.s sit tin on the gallery steps 
an 1 lied done crawled under em. 1 thawt 
they wos talkin reelii-in hut they wosn't. 
I didn't kno our skool teccher cud talk 
Bquaw talk. I told Jimmy an he sed we 
end overlook it hekaws he was talking to 
my ant Patty. If it hed hin the precchers 

dawter who giggnli an layees her wayet ire 

wild skorn the skool teccher. 

Jimmy sed mahee the skool teccher wild 
marry my ant Patty an that mayd me 
mity prowd. I thawt Id put a bttg in ant 
Pattys ear so I (old her our skool teccher 
is as strong as John L Sullivan an brave 
as a bloody pirate. She latTed an looked 
rite interrusted an so I told bat the skool 
teccher has denied the faith an is wurse 
than a infidel. 

Ant Patty give a little screech an sed 
what makes you think that Tommy? An I 
told bat the preecher sed so ail I'd kno it 
any way hekaws he slaus by me an Jimmy 
an gift! his last cent tu ennybody that's 
bard upp ;m I w,,s :l |W t'd |0 after 
our skool teeeher like a bownd pup after 
liver. 



Ant Patty didn't say Dotbin an that 

evening when the skool teeeher knm ant 

Patty wos sit tin out on the gallery talkin 
tu the new preecher. He's I'm- SVangulest 
thats kum tu help in the campmeet i DJ and 
lie wos struck on ant Patty an didn't like 
for the skool teccher tu put in a wurd 
cdjways. 

An Me went walkin with ant Patty the 
new preecher did most every day an the 
skool teeeher looked as glum as a old 
ally-ay tor. An In' set by ant Patty in the 
choir the new preeshST did an rang tenner. 
He's ;, poundeyad guy with a month like 
a cattish an w e didn 't like his f.n-e me an 
Jimmy didn't but we thawt he WOS on the 
square enny how till T listen.,! inside the 

oke tree. 

T dumb the oke to fit a bird'- Sgg for 
my klection an then T found a hole in a 
great Ug limb clost to the -round and 1 
slid inside to sat what T cud find. T was 
slid down where nobody cudent see me 
from the outside an thai preecher that WOS 
Stoel on ant Patty kum along an anuther 
feller with him. A feller that wos at 
ikool with him an Is going to be a preeeher 
ne\ year. An they set down neer the oke 
an wos talkin about bavin fun with the 
girls an r plikked up my eers. 

This time last yen- \ woodu 'l of km, wed 
Wal hi meant when he began talkin about 
ant Patty but OUT school teeeher told me 
wnnst that precchers is rottener than the 
devvul an put me ne\. 

AJ soon as they went off T chimb out an 
hunted aid Patty. I thawt about lellin the 

■kool teeeher bawi he sure wood enjoy 

lickin cm but the skool teccher sayi every 
boddy must stand ,»n tlu'ir own peddestnl 
so T told ant Patty fust. 

Ant Patty just stood an looked at me 
while T wos tellin her an her < yes had blue 
tires in em. An when T told her the other 
fellow said but old chap th*'* pretty cnuf 
for a preecher 's wife Td nuirn her ti/.e you 
■hi -poke up an hoz to me that's ennf 
sonny the insullenee ov the beasts. An I 



went on ennyway an told her the preecher 

said Im moat srasy snnf boat bar to marry 

her if thats the best terms i kan make but 
I want | Ugh|y culchered wife. 

An my ant Patty WOOdn'1 listen to enny 
more. She just told me not to tell enny 
body else an went ofl with her head up hi. 

An that trailing when the preecher kum 
to take bar tu the winunens sundown 
prayer meetin I looked for her tu squelch 
him sum how but she was just a/, sweet az 
pie an when she started off tu meeting with 
him T fraylty thy m m,- is woman an I 

wos so dnmfonndered it made ma rite sea- 
sick. Hut ant Patty stopped at the -ate 

an sat me tu bring out her parnaol an I did 

an Wnnk :it me with one eye so the dam 
preecher cudut see an that pat me nex an 
1 knew she wos game. 

I called Jimmy an we unit tu the wim- 
mens prayermeetin an he wudnl of went 
an no more wud T but T knew there WOS 
stunt bin doiu an told him it SfOod be nex 
thing tu a circus if not nexter. 

An sure cnuf it w<>s the grandest ever, 

There wos only a lot of wimmen an two or 
three precchers that likes wimmenf,.lks an 

the ynng man thats goin tu be a preeeher 

nex veer an me an jimmy. One of the 

preeehers dawters stood up under a big oke 

an talked a little an then they all knelt 
down an prayed. 1 noticed thai ant Patty 
had went close tu the oke an when her 
an her preecher knelt down they wos right 
at the adfS of the bayou an he WOS be- 
tween her an the bayou. An he led in 
piayer an raised his voyse high an sum of 
the wimmen fokes bognfl shontin an the 
precchers tu. An all at wutwt ant Patty 
raised up her vovse in a sere eh just like 
the rest an she waved her arm* aroun like 
a windmill an hollered glory glory. 

Ati sure cnuf it wos glory for me kaws 
when ant Patty throwed her arms out in 
front of her and brol em in a long sweep 
she knocked the pree e her Into the bayou 

head Brat. An all the dam full thot it wos 

aksidentul but me an Jimmv. An ant 
Patty jumped rite up a screechin like she 
wos gittifl relijin an fust thing we knew 
Shs lited with her two little feet in the 
middle of the PTSSshstl back an he WOS 
Paee down in the mud. Jimmv s,«z golly 
shell drown him an T SOS damit T hop,- to, 
Ant Patty i< only sixteen but she's as big 
ifl my ma and strong like a (Gibson girl 
the skool teccher said Wnnst. She WOS a 
fine Waltaer fore she L r,>t rdifin an kwit 
wait/in an thats hueeum she just waltzed 
up an down that precchers spine a/, easy 
a/ rolUfl off a log and kept him most al 
under the mud and never got In r toes wet. 

Gee whlaatl that wos better *n seein a 
monkey ride a sirens pony an jump thru 

red hoops. Jimmy an me just rolled on the 
ground an yelled. 

(Continued on page 12.) 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



Bexf-Dklusioh Makis Oowabd'i of Ifanr— -Bsum in 

PaoVTOSVOl RxDUOM Mankind to Slav iky 
— Tin TXVOI Of SOOIAI a m> Political 
LlVl in Ami imca. 



I By I hr, A. Hausman, ) 
It is exactly the Mine here in America, though we have 
no monarchy and but a email standing army. Hut ire 
have i large army who live far bolter than the average 

citizen Without doing a stroke of work. And, the same M 
in tlie old country, we find the whole political, legal and 

clerical power oppoeed to progr e s s end from the tame rea- 
-"ii. That it i> bo diffioult to introduce improvement! and 
reforme i- simply beoauae the people do not hold out any 
Inducement! for pereone to exert themselves in behalf of 
the public welfare. The foolish eyetem of ihoti termi 
must neoesearily corrupt tin- government Although the 
people here know better than to believe in a divine origin 
of the government, they fall into another superstition which 
answer! the purpose just as welL Whenever ! had a oon- 
venation with a born American, who had never been out. 
of the countrv, about th<- miserable government, hi- final 
argument would he invariably : The laws are good enough 
if they were only enforced. This is the great political mis- 
take of the American people, the fault of tin- disgraceful 
corruption lie- in tin- law-, they are no longer tit for the 
present age, the people have outgrown them, and they are 
defective if they do not carry in themselves the power 
to control their proper execution. This can be done only 
by stimulating tlx- intereal of the person hired by the 

people, in the right direction. Human nature is the ^inn- 
all over the worhl, the average man will he honeet if it 
i- hi- intereat to be so, he will steal if that pay- better. 
In Germany the official is honeet, beoauae it i- his Interest 
to he so, here he steals, because it is hi- advantage to do 
so, the people do not appreciate honesty, they only respect 

Wealth, BOt the manner in which it i- gained. Ft i< tltM 
that infraction! Upon honesty are not entirely excluded 

among any nation, hut i- it not better that one instead of 
a hundred dollar- he stolen I Another foolish argument 
against reform is the bugbear of centralisation, as a oonse- 

quence of a longer or even lifetime term of (.(lice. How- 
can any public institution he operated without a system 

and a central powcrl Only make the subaltern officers in- 
dependent in position from the supreme power and reform 

of the whole department will he the result Mutual Con- 
trol and improvement- will he the natural sequence of as- 
sured position, hut aj it is now, the holder of an office ha! 

no interest in the effective operation of the department. 
He dares m.t denounce his superiors if he detects any 
Irregularities and does not attempt to abolish abuses, be- 



cause he expect! to go out of office before long, The idea 

of rotation of office i- childish and stupid, though there 

are many offices it i< impossible that every oitiaen can have 

his turn. And why should not a person make a certain 

branch of political economy or government of life-long 

Itttdy and occupation, the -ame SS any other profession! 

Referring to the curious fact that the nations in the old 
country sacrifice themselves for the personal anihition of 
their rulers we found as the cause a p er v e rt e d egoism, a 
Btnpid vanity, arising from ignorance. Taking Napoleon, 
for example, thousand- gave up their life for the dory, an 
empty name, and hoasted of the great battlo! they fought 
and won, though they only played a passive p'irt in these 

historical events, being nothing but food for the cannon, 

trained dogs, who fetched the spoil for their master and 
were rewarded with well-de<erved contempt. This Irra- 
tional sentiment of vain-glory springs from national van- 
ity, the foolish pride of heincr horn in a certain part of 
the planet. This stupid egoism keeps up the political war- 
in Europe hetwecn nations who have no real cause for 
fighting OS h other. Tn America it forms the greatest 
ohstacle for political and social reform. The g re a t mass 
of the people prow up imhued with the idei that it is 
enough to he horn on the free soil of America to he a 
groat and wonderful man, and that everything here is as 
perfect as it can he, heeause it is free. Under this helief 
the people are as easily led and governed hv the law as the 
ass hv the hridle. They are rohhed and ahnsed to an 
extent that is quite incomprehensihle for former suhjects 
of the kings, and they hear it with patience and humility, 
heeause: Are we not the greatest and freest nation in the 
world, don't we make our own laws, which therefore must 
he the host in the world? This self delusion makes them 
moral cowards, the same as the helief in a divine provi- 
dence reduces the ignorant people in the old countrv to 
slaves. "N T apoleon appealed to the vanity of his soldiers, 
he promised them glory and took their lives; here, the 
politicians flatter the conceit of the masses and take their 
monev. Patriotism is a sad necessity when self defense, 
the preservation of the state, the future welfare of the 
nation, demands the sacrifice of lives, hut if a person 
claim! individual merits from the accidental fact of heincr 
horn in a certain spot, lie is usually sadly lacking other 
qualifications as a useful memher of society. TTow stupid 
of a man to hoast of the deeds of a Washington or Lincoln 
as his personal merits. These men had a duty to perform 
in their days and it is their merit that they did it and 
were not satisfied with priding themselves of what some 
one else had done hefore them. Put it is a weakness, a 
vanity of the lesser intellects of all nations, to pride them- 
lelves with the merits of others, their great men, although 
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very often they do not even kn<»\v in what flit ir irreatness 

consists. Blind adoration <>f authorities snd of the pest, 
has never lead to progreai and how little such i ooorte 
would be in harmony with the sentiments of i Washing- 
ton, we may infer from bii own wordi in his farewell 
sddress on September 17th, 1800: "However oombina- 
tiom and sssociationi of the above descri ption may now 
and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course 
of time and things, to become potent engines, by which 
cunning, ambitious and unprincipled men will he enabled 
to subvert the powers o£ the people and to usurp them- 
selves the reins of the government, destroying afterwards 
the very engines which led lifted them to unjust 
dominion." 

It is plain that no reform in law- can be attempted, un- 
it-- a sufficient number of individuals have beoome con- 
vinced of the necessity: Thought and intent ion must pre- 
cede the action of a single person a- well a- that of ;i 
large number. And before any unison in action can be 
achieved, a plan must I"' agreed upon and since it is Im- 
possible for every one to follow hi- own plan a few per- 
-MU-, must take the initiative and design the changes iu 

law and government, to he submitted to the people. It 
seems quite feasible to take the laws of tome other coun- 
tries, the Swiss, Prance and Germany, compare them with 

our own, select the hest from all and adapt them to the 
requirements of this nation. Such a work requires ability, 
time and labor and though there is an abundance of all, 
it is never devoted to such a purpose, because the evils 

arising from mi-rule have not reached an unbearable de- 
gree snd history teaches us that the reason has never been 

the impulse for unanimous action of a whole nation. 

When the burden becomes intolerable the people will he 
rife for reform and lomc one will naturally take the lead 

in the movement. 

W hen we examine the tenor of social and political life 

in America, we have no difficulty iu tracing all the good 
and had traits to the development and Mending <»f innat • 
locial instincts of the original (dement- composing the 
American nation, under favorable conditions, the absence 

of hostile neighbors and the possession Of Vast areas of 

virgin toil. To its geographical advantages America owes 

her superiority in the first place. It is douhtful whether 

the colonies would have been able to win their liberty and 
establish a republic, if the wide ocean had not asperated 

them from the mother country. As it was, the itTUggle 

was a levere ami long one, The freedom of personal sotion 
and the vast opportunities for application of individual 

ability, have naturally led to a wonderful development of 

good and bad, the tame as the fertile soil produces -rain 
and weeds Indiscriminately, if not controlled by human 
interest Thus the tendency of life is exceedingly material- 

[itio and selfish. According t" the maxims laid down iu 

thii hook, the materialistic conception of life Is the only 

correct, naj, the only possible one, it only depend- Oil the 
inclining of the term. If used in opposition to the theisth 



theory, it meant science, 'he study <»f nature, the leareh for 

truth ;it it- only SOUra Instead of assuming a distorted 

human mind and calling it the last cause, a- religion does. 
But if materialism is used to indicate h itrong preponder- 
ance ol the animal instincts, the desire to satisfy the ma- 
teria] wants without regard to the welfare of the fellow- 
man, it Corresponds exactly to the tendency of American 

life: A tierce struggle for material gain, for money and 
disregard for the higher accomplishments of the human 
mind, science, whenever the material advantage is not 
obvious at once, Religion is the natural outcome <.f this 
grot* materialistic conception of life, ir leems the most 

convenient and easy way to «:,•! rid of nil duties toward* 

society, requires no particular Intellect nor nny mental 
exertion. A man who ha- worked hard during the w.-.k, 
to obtain some advantage over other-, to make money, goes 
to church on Sunday, babbles some affusion of fear and 
egoism, called prayer, listens to the mixture of oommon- 

phice talk and non-en-e, called sermon, and returns home 
Satisfied that hi- ha- done hi- duty towards - eiety. The 

pom* laborer gives sonic of hi- hard earned money to the 
church and prays to god for some of the coveted wealth for 
which he envies the rich, because he believes lhal some of 
it w;i- originally destined for him hut unjustly appro- 
priated by the other, lie i- unable t" comprehend that 

most of the people poss e ss i ng more of the earthly g Is 

than he does, <>wc their fortune to thoir own efforts, per- 
haps favored by circumstances, perhaps starting with no 
better prospects than he himself. He does not see that 

the -mall contributions to the church from people like him, 

clothe a bishop in splendov ami surround him with com- 
fort; In- does not consider that the money spent by the 
working classes for whiskey, beer and tobacco, make- rich 
the saloon-keepers, distillers, brewers and dealers in these 

luxuries; he dor- not know that the vote he casts for the 

popular candidate, who Batters hi- national ranity by call- 
ing him a free cittsen of this great country, etc., turns 
into another link of the chain that tie- him to the drudgery 
of hard labor by reducing hi- -hare of the common wealth 
in favor of those who obtain more without returning any 
value. 

t To he continued. ) 

Pastor Herbert Buss, and hi- wife, of the first Bap- 
tist Church of Colfax, Wash., are a pair f - I actors, 

In this case we find an exception to the general rule. 
Pastor Buss insisted upon preaching the religion of humil- 
ity and meekness in his own way, which the congregation 

resented and the latter sought to drive him on' of church 
and homo by free, hut. the paper- -av. \lr-. BuSS held 
the fort with pistol in hand, and eha-ed the deacons out 
of church by holding a "head" on them from the choir 

loft. She might have made the "shootin 1 iron" ling "Come 

to Christ" with more certainty than the choir il -elf. 
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Watch FOB THE PINK BLIP. 



In order t" reduce expenses wt have resorted to the 
expediency, this week, of inserting it pink dip in the folds 
of the Blade, which will convey to those receiving it, the 
knowledge that their subscription baa expired ind suggest 
ing 1 renewal. 

Only those irho are in arrean will reoeive the pink >lip. 
[f you reoeive your paper Without any slip yon will know 
that vuii stand square on our books, Should you And luoh 
a ilip in your paper, we express the hope thai you will td 
upon the suggestion and tend your renewal at the earliest 
possible data 

We have adopted this method in order to save labor and 
expense, the labor of making out bills, the trnrtntr of 
pottage. In times like these every little helps. 



WHAT SUPERSTITION MEANS, 



From time to time we have been regaled by the article* 
of our e nt h usiastic friend end oo-worker, Dr. T. J, Bowks, 
upon the lubjeel of superstition, wherein he wai vividly 

purl ra ved the suffering, KOTOW and misery that have 
Bowed in itl wake, and as a necessary result, Quite nat- 
urally, one of the fast question! preaenting itself to the 

mind of the earnest thinker is as to the cause. The re- 



sults we know. History makes a grew some revelation. It 
is the why and wherefore of all this with which we must 
HOW deal. 

Stating the situation briefly, it may be aaeribed to that 

inordinate individual egoism of which Dr. Hausman has 
so admirably written, and we find a pointed illustration of 
the modus operandi in the language of Abraham Gruber, 
noted. In New York, as a lawyer of high merit, an orator 
of rare ability, and a politician. As a general rule poli- 
ticians carefully conceal their thoughts upon orthodox 
suj>erstitions, but in a recent article which appeared in the 
daily papers, he is quoted as saying: 

U A man who disputes with me about two and two mak- 
ing four simply doesn't know, and I am sorry for him, but 
if he doesn't lubeeribo to my superstition, I bate him." 

For what superstition, really means we have the answer 
given by Mr. Gruber in a nutshell. 

"I hate him." 

This was the condition of those minds of ecclesiastics 
in the middle ages which led to the horrible butcheries and 
torture inflicted upon men and women of intelligence. 
They not 'only detested the facts and philosophy promul- 
gated by them, but hated the individual, and with tiendish- 
ness perpetrated almost unspeakable cruelty iijM>n them. 
It is the lame feeling that prompts' tin* modern clergy and 
present-day devotees of superstition to boycott and ostracize 
the Freethinker, not because of an alleged erronous con- 
ception of Nature and her laws, hut because they posi- 
tively hate him for having dared to oppose their supersti- 
tions. There is no hatred so virulent as that which springs 
-from superstition. History records that many of the 
World's Wan have been caused by trivial means, but the 
bloodiest of all were those wrought by the cohorts of super- 
stition, and the end is nut yet. Men worshipping the same 
god, though in slightly different form, cannot dwell to- 
gether in pea<-o in the same community, because of their 
|>ersonal hatreds and animosities. This much is evidenced 
by the turmoils and strife? between Catholic and Protestant 
[irishmen, end Other religious outbreaks upon the continent 
of Kuropc. Kven in our country the same s'litimcnt of 
personal hatred is experienced. Witness the violent out- 
burst at the Chicago .Baptist Conference by reason of the 
attack made upon Prof. Foster by the paid advocates of 
superstition. These men simply hated Foster, and they 
were unable to conceal that hatred even in an orthodox 
aSSOmMy where the influence of sii|»cr>t it ion's J.-od was ex- 
pected to be felt 
"I hate him." 

That is superstition's battle-cry. It is far worse than 
fanatical ignorance. Bupemtition ha> always been relent- 
leSi in the persecution of those whom it hated, brazen in 
its Bsfortl to rule Or ruin mankind, and cruel in its every 
attitude towards those who have dared to oppose it. In 
closing this brief comment \\v again quote from Mr. 

Gruber, who very aptly describes the situation, as follows: 

"Many people hug the suj>erstitions that laughter is friv- 
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olous; that the gloomy ere great; thai mercy i«> weakness; 
thftt birth is cliaraeter ; that education is morality ; that, 
self praise is commendation ; that reform is progress; that 

fault-finding la bettor than aeeietanoe; that wit and humor 

are defects and only some lofemn peraon should he mayor, 
or governor or president." 

If every patriotic American man and woman could think 
like that, feel like that and talk like that, the end of super- 
stition's day would be nigh. 



BAYING AND DOING. 



It has been well said that "men live by deeda, not by 

tigures on a dial." 

So it is with the Krecthought party. 

The Fivethinkcrs of OUT age will live with posterity, 
not for what they aiv imw >a\ing, but what the\ are doing. 

What is the use of mincing words ? There is nothing to 
he gained by covering one's meaning with carefully writ- 
ten phraaoa, leaving others to vaguely guess the hidden 
thought. Talljrand'l joke about language being made to 
conceal thought, may be apt in many cases, but. as it [| 
only through language that thought can be expressed, it is 
well to Dae language that is plain and unequivocal, pointed, 

iharp, and without ambiguity. 

If the FreethoughJ party is to live by deeda, then by our 

deeda shall we bo known and judged. Then what are we 
doing 1 What can we dot What are we going to do? 
Scattered as we are from Kalamazoo to Yuba Dam, we are 

utterly incapable of formulating and putting Into effect 

any practical policy. United we are a rock against which 
the waters of orthodox intolerance and bigotry may beat 
in vain. We are, at present, like the sands on the shores 

of old ocean. We are many, but are lack adhesion. Every 

trilling wind that blows sends us hither and thither, lo- 
calise wo have not solidity of action necessary to mo oCCI 
fully resist. The power of resistance is with cur>elves if 
we only strive to see that it is properly applied. 

The Blade has mggnatod I meeting for the purpose of 
bringing about a national organization worthy of the cause. 
So far but few responses have been made. Out of nine 
letters eight are in the atlirmat ive and four of these have 
promised to attend the meeting. True, the time has heen 
short, within which many of our friends have had an Oppor- 
tunity to write. The time will DC extended until August 
8] for answers to come in, and the final announcement of 
"to be, Off not to he" will be made in our first issue of 
September. This gives all a chance. If the meeting is 
favored we may proceed t<> or-ani/e upon a new, a solid, 
linn and substantial foundation. 

One of OUT Intimate friends writes us that cold water 
may be thrown over the movement in anticipation 03 the 

Blade baring a peraonal axe to -rind, by securing for 

itself the title and position of otlicial organ. We enter, 
right here, a formal disclaimer and disavowal of any such 
intention. As a matter of (ad we would not accept any 
such otlice. Our plan is to make every Kreethought paper 



an otlicial organ, to the extent that any otlicial organ || 
necessary, and combine all element- in the party for the 
common good. No such fooling ought to be allowed to 
enter the heart The cause of EYeethoughf belongs to no 

•mm. 1' la universal in coiieept and must be universal 

in operation. Our principle! an- for mankind. Let no 
•elfish motive operate to prevent the eonaummation of a 

proper organization. 

Anewen have been solicited to certain <im'>n'"ns touching 

thil important matter. Opinion! thereon are sought from 

all. If ire would win, if we would haaten the day of 
EVeethought triumph, we must do so by organization. 
We have commanded both toleration and reaped Now we 
mus! force orthodoxy to its knees. Not to fight persons, 
but principles. Are you ready and willing to enter thil 
combat of intellect I 

Write freely what you think ahout it. 

Do not delay too long. 

Do it now. 

Remember, deeds count, not words. 



PRAISE, OK CRITICISM. 



In a previous is^ie we made mention of hooks ••and the 

habit of reading them, luggeating that hut few 1 ki were 

worthy of being read unless they could he critiei/ed. One 
particularly had habit of the prcaenl is that too many peo- 
ple strive to read the same book at the same time, the re- 
sult of a purposed trick played upon the reading public 
by publishing houses. 

The Blade has now in mind the forthcoming ln>ok of 
Dr. A. Haueman, on Man's Origin and Deatiny, We have 
but sixty-two pages of the manuecripl yet t-» he published, 

and as we are printing 'he book pagM olooe up to the serial 
publication, we anticipate that in ten week- more. its pub- 
lication in the Blade columns will be completed, and in 
three weeks from that time, the new book will he ready 
for delivery to those who have lubacribed for it. When 

this i> done two purpoaea will have been fulfilled, two am- 

bit ion- gratified lloet important of these, to ourselves, 
has been the realization of a purpose to furnish OUT lUD 

leribera with inteieating and Inatruotive reading matter, 
and tin- next. Important to the author, is the publication 

of his work in book form, a consummation previously de- 
nied him through lack Off financial means, and tin- fear of 
some publishers lest they offend the popular orthodox senti- 
ment. 

During the past few weeks we have received a number 
of criticisms upon the sentiment- expressed and argument! 
offered by Dr. 1 1 ausman, far a- these have been pub- 
lished. Some of these criticisms have come from ardent 
advooatea of the tingle tax theories of the late Henry 
George, and other- from advooatea of the different social- 
istic propaganda! These oriticiama will be collaborated 

under one head and published in our next lUCCeeding 
issue. Owing to a large quantity of excellent copy on 



■ 



THE BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



hand, from different contributors, we have been prevented 
from publishing them looner, m out office rule is to pub- 
lish articles in die order of receiving them, except in eatea 
of important emergencies, 

It is no! our purpose to attempt any reply to theae 
critics, ;i- we are confident that I>r. Hausman if anxioua 
to undertake thi> in person* In fact be cordially invitee, 
for we know be reoogniaei the fact, that i book incapable 
of drawing the Are of intellectual criticism, mu I be almoat 
too insipid to attract attention. The Blade realises what 
this means to it- limited •pace, for combining the criti 
cams with the answers that Dr, Uausman is bound t<> give, 
a draft will made upon our capacity and some articles 
now on band will be compelled t<> await further time for 
publication. And yet, the Blade is j >]< -n 1 thai these 
criticisms bave 1 »« -en made. It i- in the discussion thereby 
created that now thoughts will arise, new inspirations be 
given, and the truth brought nearer to ds. 

While some of th»- critic have employed harsh terms in 
which to express their views, some becoming almost per- 
sonal, yet, feeling that Dr. Sausman will he better pleased 
by blowing the exact opinion- of other- concerning him, 
ami his merited work, wo purpose to give them just M 
they aye. Wo illicit add that any merited criticism, of 
true literary worth, could, with the consent of Dr. Saus- 
man, be published with the booh a- an Addenda, along 
with th<- author's replies. 

l;< in- ..n this subject we again direct our readers to the 
near approach of publication and suggest an immediate 
advance subscription thereto which will save the cost of 
postage. After publication we shall be compelled to ash 
M cents additional to pay the postage charges for delivery 
purposes. 

Subscribe now while von can get it for the modest ram 
of $9.00. 

ONE MORE OX REV. SOUGH. 



Another letter received from 0. K. Alexander, of 
Ohanuta Kansas, regarding the alleged conversion, <>i M. 
I). Leahy, a- stated by Rev. George A. Bough, tin* Episco- 
pal preacher of Ban Francisco, [nf< rmi us that llr. Leahy 
did not at any time speak, lecture, or work for the Chris- 
tian religion, but reiterates hi- former statement that M. 
I). Leahy <1 i<-« I "Arm in his atheism." It will ho recalled 
that Rev, Hough stated that after hi- alleged conversion, at 
Great Bend, Kansas, by a lady evangelist, in the privacy 
of a room, Mr. Leahy labored to undo the "evils ho had 
previously done" and thereafter, "until his death 91 preached 
throughout the "Southwest" on Christ end bim crucified. 

It is now due from Mr. Bough that he name places ami 
<l ;l to. whereat and when Mr. Leahy did these things, as 
stated by bim. ami t.» give the name of the lady evangelial 
who || -aid to have converted him. Smvlv tin- conversion 
of the "first president of the National Freathought Uni- 
versity 91 is not such a light incident that the name and 
personality of the converter can be conveniently forgotten. 



The Intimate personal friendship that existed between Mr. 

Alexander ami Mr. Leahy OUght to put the former in a 
poHiimi to know the facts, while Mr. IImi<rli admits, in his 
Srst letter to Mr. Frantz, that his information wns based 

only upon hearsay testimony. With the facts we now have 
at hand, and the confessions of Mr. Hough, we conclude 

that he has heen powerful reckless with the truth, but wo 

do not anticipate that be is possessed <>f sufficient moral 

courage to inform his credulous c o n g reg a tion that he was 
either mistaken or had wilfully told an untruth. 

Op to the hour of this writing we have not beard aught 
concerning the ''Professor" who was converted with Mr. 

Leahy, by the same "lady evangelist 91 and at the same time 

and place, now said to he in some Commercial College in 

Denver. Failing in this respect we are again led to the 

conclusion that in order to extricate himself from a big 
siaed bde, Rev. Hough bus furnished U an authority the 
mime <.f ;i fictitious person, or a dead one. Tf any informa- 
tion [g famished we shall he glad to correct the opinion 
here expressed. 

Enough facts are at hand to explode "Rev. TTontrh and 
his grand Stand play and the Blade is satisfied with the 

investigation as far as it has gone. Wo would he pleased, 

however, to obtain further light on the subject as we would 
dellghl in exposing the lack of truth in some Christian 

preaches* 



FREETHOUGHT AND THE TCFPUBLIO. 



Dndet the doctrines of the orthodox Christian OhuTofa 
the wrj exigence of this republic, is » blasphemy against 
Iti irod. 

Priests and preachers, pulpit and pew, each have vehe- 
mently declared that this is a Christian nation, that it is 
especially favored of the Christian prod, that it has usurped 
the place of Canaan as the promised land, and each loudly 
claims it as his own. To such as these, however, the cross 
Is of higher importance than the flair, the church greater 
tluin the nation, and the clerical profession is, by them, 

regarded as of greater authority than the government 

Tt has been said that the clay hai no rlgfati In the hands 
of the potter which the potter is bound to respect Man 
being but clay, according to Christian theology, in the 
hands of an almighty potter, man, according to the same 

theology, can have no rights which the slmightj potter is 

bound to respect, thereby reducing man to the status of n 
more puppet in the potter's hands. This doctrine means 

the utter destruction <>f human rights. The logical se q uen c e 

of such SB argument is that man is born a prisoner, lives 
I prisoner and dies a prisoner. Hence, this republic must 
cither be ii mistake, or its existence i> in opposition to 

gods 1 plan Bui theology has ever failed to reeogniae the 
natural rights <»f man, the great dignity of human nature, 

the imperishable "lory of human freedom, tltOM cardinal 

principles that form the foundation of civilised society. 
But it may bo said that although the i\ public does exist as 
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a fact, it is hero only by god'i permiHioa A man mgar- 
ooatod Mramption which rim no4 to the dignity of RfffU- 
benoe no reply could bo logically demanded. 
Ii ii the daring men of science and investigation, the 
enthusiasm of the philosophers, that have drawn from the 
mighty itreama of time the politioa] liberties we now enjoy. 
Fn>m them originated thai oataolaem of doubt and thought 
which, in its onward course, will wash across the shore of 
oblivion's m the thrones and tiaras thai vet remain to 
curst; ii strii ( i:i»-linu- world. All the magnificence of modern 

progress emanated in the affirmative declaration of human 
liberty and human rights. All other prOglttM would he 

nsoloss, for its meaning i- that humanity must retrace it- 

-te|»s for a certain point of divergence from the true path, 

an. I resume the toilsome march once more, bnt in another 
direction. But tyranny could not rule forever, ami that 

institution which not only refused t<» help, hut actually 

opposed, the church, must submit to the Inevitable, or 
allow itself to ho merged into the mighty whole. 

It may now he undent I how ;i god-made man can 

have no natural rights, Assuming man to be so made 

the declaration of American Independence cannot he true. 
Accepting man as the highest product of natural law. 
Ignoring god, the Declaration of Independence becomes a 

document of tire that ha- singed the wings of angelic 

authority. \o thinking man Off woman can DOrisiblv doubt 

that Freethought, <>r at least, the principles upon which it 
is built, has been the one eleetrie -park which has Sashed 

forth the nascent glory of what lay dormant in the hearts 

of the blind and struggling msssos Freethought has been 

the fulcrum and it is yet — upon which is turning the 

destinies of mankind Tt was the glory, and is now the 

pride, of Freethought, to point out the fact that no safe 
political structure WSJ possible unless founded upon uni- 
versal human right* These are not questions of capacity, 
or of fortunate circumstance, but a question of human 
nature, a question of what essentially is, This is the met* 
sage Freethought brings to all. It is the grandest, the 

greatest message ever spoken or penned, for in it lies the 
gk*y of all civilization, the grandeur and the majesty 
of man. 

Freethought find- Intense pleasure in the enjoyment of 
mental liberty, in doubting, questioning and teaching, in 
overthrowing superstitious beliefs, It knows that every 
effect must have had a preceding can-", and realising that 
it is impossible to break this everlasting chain, god has 

been taken from his pedestal in the ol »mls, analyzed, and 

found to Ik- a figment of the ignorant imagination. 



A GENUINE PRAYER TEST, 



In the summer of 1896 the editor of the Blade, of 
course long before any connection of his with this paper, 

entered into a contract to submit himself to a supreme 
teal <>f prayer, which resulted in ignominious defeat for 

the prayee. 

Going thrOUgn SOTOC old papers the editor came across a 



two-column article published in the Dallas Morning News, 
of issue December 6, 1895, which gives an account of the 
test and its results, Considerable interest was aroused by 
reading over that article and it brought to mind an incident 
almost forgotten. 

At the time mentioned, the Dallas Freethinkers 1 Asso- 
ciation was one of the most active organizations of its kind 
in all America. It had large audi, nee- every Sunday 

night, and its energetic secretary, Ormonde Paget, law that 

;l 8 1 entertainment was furnished. The editor gave a 

number of lectures before the Association. Upon one occa- 
sion, a lady by the name of Mrs. S. J. Sweeney, a worker 

in the Texas \v. 0, T. l T ., being present, took issue with 

what had been -aid, and after some argument; demanded 
that the editor allow her to place his name upon her 
prayer roll, to the end that she miirlit pray for his con- 
version, The audience enjoyed the situation. At last an 

agreement was reached whereby the editor's name went on 

th prayer roll. Mrs, Sweeney was to pray earnestly for a 

period of three months. Provided a conversion was 
Wrought we promised to make a public announcement of 
the fact On the other hand, in the event we remained 

unconverted at the end of the stipulated period, Mrs. 
Sweeney was to publicly admit her failure, admit there 
was no efficacy in prayer and that a prayer-hearing and 

prayer answering god did not exist So the prayer test 

proceeded. 

Three months from the date of the contract, after due 

public announcement^ and a special invitation being *ont 

to Mix. Sweeney, the editor announced from the <amo plat- 
form, that he had not been converted and called upon Mr-. 

Sweeney to perform her part of the contract She was not 

present. The Xews now sent a reporter to interview both 
and a statement from each WSJ published. The headlines 
of the article read : 

Efficacy of Prayer, 



Result of lire, Bweney's Supplication for the 0on< 
version of Oharlesworth. 



Statements From Fach. 

Mr. Oharlesworth Claims He Is Still Unconverted, 

Mrs. Sweeney Admit- It, But Qiv*M 
"Reasons for Failure. 



Without giving the substance Of the report, we deem 

the foregoing sufficient Mrs. Sweeney had confidence in 

heff ability to win. She failed, as all inch tests must Tail. 
She refused to carry out all the conditions the had SS 

turned, but the result was beneficial to the Association, 



Thr reception of :» new truth -end- a thrill through him 
who receives it, and by the necessity of our human nature 

we must ill delight in a noble sot 
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NATUREISM. 

(By Quirin Hachlcr.) 
I enclose some of my latest. A t'« w 
know > our ( Yeator. We are living OB Nat ore, 
our Creator's body; but the wisdom of our 
Creator exists in the invisible matter, 
which tills all space in the I'niverse. All 
knowledge comes from the wisdom of our 
Creator, but Nature does not feed INI with 

t»'e noon of knowledge, wt have to 

sliulv hard to understand Nature. Our 
brain has no knowledge it only is matter 
which draws the knowledge we inhale and 
with the organism of nerve system, which 
is the most wonderful machination in the 
Universe, it creates the knowledge, we bOYi 
got Of ^ r, 't- The invisible matter of knowl- 
edge doei not rot, like all matter that Ki 
solid or in liquid form. OOnSOquOntly it 
will go into another body that is newly 
created and so we live again on earth. This 
is what I call the new faith. We have 
learned that all tiring creation* have 'grati- 
tude, if you treat them kind, why should 
the Creator not erive us justice. 

Everything living or sverytblng that 

faces the invisible matter or space of Ihe 
UnivtTM has but I short time to exist and 
will be dest roved. Solid matter will be 
solved in liquid and drawn up in the invisi- 
ble matter and 800M down again in rain 
to be crealed over a«rain. Much will float 
in the POMIM and gather in heavy weightl 
which will cause earthquakes. The Uni- 
verse or our Creator consists of three kinds 
of matter. solid, liquid and invisible mat- 
ter, and 10 does the bodies of animals and 
men, when living. The duration of life 
without the invisible matter is about two 
minutes but without food or drink you can 
live over two weeks. Consequently the 
duration of life without invisible matter is 
10,000 times shorter. So you can flgun 0U1 
how much stronger is the invisible matter 
than solid and liquid matter. 

The soul or wisdom of cur Creator is in 
the invisible matter and furnishes all the 
knowledge to its living beings. T think it 
is a sin not teaching: the ichool chldren 
common sense or the value of our Creator. 

Tf SoOOeVtM does nt gel punished by the 
Creator in bis present life, for not enact 
inp I law to teach school children common 
tense. T do not believe anybody ever will 
pet punished in its present life. T am not 
the only one, that advised Roosevelt to 
enact a law to teach school children knowl- 
edge of our Creator. 

There are many different opinions of 
science. Prof. Agassiz, the -rent American 
scientist, once said: When the unitary 
science comes, it will be something M en 
tirely aside from OUT forced habits of 
thought, that it will And its first npprc- 
ciation, probably, among men of large gen. 
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eral culture, rather than among men who 
are specialists in science. 

Chicago, 111. 

BROAD— LIBERAL — FREE. 



Outline of a Plan For National Organiza- 



(By W. P. Jam! toon ) 
J. It Reed, Wm. J. Bowerton, Henry C 

Roberts, in July 11th Blade, eapnsa their 
itrong desire for organiaaition. They want 
one which is broad, liberal, free. 

"The Humanitarian Society 99 is this 
kind, to which IT. If, Fisk. in the Blade, 
calls attention. 

The mistake is sometimes made of sup- 
DOaing that an organization must be built 
of complex, cumbersome machinery. The 
simpler the better, more etTeetive. Its 
foundation principle! should bo truisms. 

Hb personal antipathies should be al- 
lowed to axial in i society or brotherhood. 

Be brethren in fact. 

While our Liberal friends have been 

"talking" organisation, i few of us have 

organized. A.I Horace Creeley once said, 
"The way to resume is to resume.' 9 The 

wav to organize Ki to organise. 

"By all means," says Mr. Reed, 'Met 
us have I eolostel national Free! bought 

organisation on the most liberal plan pos- 
sible consist. mi with Kta o bj ee ti. " 

What are the obj-ets of the "Humani- 
tarian Society?" Answer— "To do good ; 
to elevate humanity: to make mankind 
free, just and true." 

On this broad basis, free as the expand- 
ed heavens, is the Humanitarian Society 
organised, which welcomes every man, wo- 
man and child without regard to beliefs or 
disbeliefs, all who are willing like "The 
flood Samaritan," to labor for themselves 
and the pood of their fellow-beings lu re 
and now; willing to practice the great law 
of kindness toward all mankind. Liberty, 

Fraternity, Equality, the natural rights of 

human beings, should be the first words 
and constant praeliee of everv member of 
this TTumanitarian Society. Children and 
adults are cordially invited to join the 
Humanitarians, no matter with what other 
loeJetiei they are connected. 

Our noble Quaker poet, John C. 
Whittier. said: "If T were | voting man T 
should ally mxsclf Vfitll some high, and 
at present unpopular cause, and devote my 
effort to accomplishing it< ■ U BBOS a ." 

Pent water. Mich. 

NOTE. The Blade commends the prin- 
ciples outlined In the above artlele, and 
knowing Mr. Jamieaon for many years, a 4 ; 
a willing worker in OUT cause, is pleased 
to publish the same. Ed. 



(Continued from page 5.) 
WAT ME AN' ANT PATTY KNOWED. 



An the other folks thot she wos happy 

T meea retijua happy but the oldest 

preecher ran tu the edj of tlie bayou an 

■os deer lister kam yourself. Bui the yung 

fellow that had talked bout ant Patty 
looked at me an kawt on an started toreds 

ant Patty an she saw him kummia an give 

a wurse screech than ever an jumped off 
of the preecher onto the bank and went at 
that yung man an he turned and run an 
ant Patty stopped an sed tu me less go 
home. An we did. 

But Jimmy stayed tu see if the preecher 
wos drownded an the wimmem wiped the 
mud otf of him with their nochol hanke- 
ahiffi an took him home to our pastors 
bouse an put him tu bed an give him cam- 
momile tea. 

Hut Pa mayd a awfTul f us an sed ant 
Patty has d is g rao ed the family. An ma 
sed ant Patty had I good reason for it an 
the preecher must have ensulted her. An 

my Pi aes what of that wnsssaaa. she 

ihud of tolc me. An pa swelled up like I 
toad an sez I kan attend to them matters 
Pattys aehs WOS unladylike. 

Hut our ikool teeeher SSI revenue is one 
of the manly virtues. 

Rafter, Tenn. 



SECULAR UNION CONVENTION. 



Attention! Members of the Buckeye Secu- 
lar Union, Rationalists, Materialists, and 
all Liberals: 

(By Lou Lawrence. Seeretary.) 
The date of the annual convention of the 

Buekeyt Beeular Union, September 18th, is 
rapidly drawing near. The few Interven- 
ing week* OUfhf to be full of action for 
others besides the Lveeiitive Hoard of the 

Union. The offleeri of the association need 

the hearty cooperation id" Freethinkers in 
general and of those in Columbus and 
vieinity in partieular. Ld every man and 
woman interested in the spread of Ration- 
alism make two resolutions, vi/.: To be in 
attendance themselves and to bring with 
them all their availible friends. 

In a reeent letter. Dr. T. J. Bowles as- 
sured the secretary that he would be on 
hand and will oceupv a place on the pro- 
gram. There will he plenty of other speak 

era and the completed progress will be 
given to the press at an early date. 

We have no national Kreet bought asso- 
eiation; and the Ihtckcye Secular Tnion is 
our only state organization. It deserves 
the hearty support of all lovers of mental 
liberty; and it ought to be a matter of 
pride among Liberals to make the coming 
convention a brilliant success. 

1 am here reminded of the attitude of 
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the school mm M Iht subject of religion, 
as it is illustrated by the articles hv Mr. 
Harold Rolee in late issues of the Cosmo- 
]H)litan. 

That a revolution in the religious world 
is at hand cannot be doubted by dimming 
people; and while Freethinkers cannot but 
rejoice over such powerful allies, we must 
not rest upon our oars and leave the work 
entirely in their hands. Some of these pro- 
fessors seem inclined to claim for seicm-e 
most of the credit due tor the spread of 
mental freedom; but 1 am disposed to be- 
lieve that, had it not been for such as Vol 
taire. Paine, Hradlau-h and Imrersoll, the 
path of the scientists would have been 
much more thorny than they have found it. 
And is it not incumbent upon Rationalise. 
Materialists, and other disciples of tkOM 
great apostles of the mental liberty to 
make themselves seen arid heard, that they 
may, at least perpetuate the honor due to 
these founders of the liberal movement 
which now gives promise of a plenteous 
harvest T 

From among the thousands of Freethink- 
ers iu Ohio and the adjoining states, we 
should have a representation at Columbus 
that will demand the respect of the pr«H 
and the pc4.pl.>. 

Harnesville, Ohio. 



PROGRAM FOR AUGUST. 



San Francisco Materialist Association; 
meetings every Friday night JeffleraoU 

Square Building, 920 Golden Gate Ave. 

The Dialectic Hy Austin Lewis, Attor- 
ney -at -Law. 

Seven Successful Supers! it ions l'»v Win. 
McDevitt, LL. M. 

The Kye ami Its hilluence upon Life 

By Dr. Rudolph II. Garner. 

Poitl Defore the Conquest ; Its History — 
Hy Attorney Geo. B. B( Miham. 

Watch for our September program. 

Dr. David Starr Jordan, President Stan 
fold University. 

Cameron H. King, Attorney at-Law. 

Prof, EL A. Overstreet, SJale I'niversity. 

Emil Liess, Attorney at Law. 



and the Sunday Law. 



BLLIOOTTVILLE, N. r.— "The feat 

Sunday law enacted iu America was passed 
in Virginia in 1817. It provided that the 
man who did not attend church on Sunday 
should be lined two poundl of tobacco." 
The quotation is taken from the Catta.an 
gus Union of Salainoniea, N. V., ami as 
Kentucky was a Virginia colony, the state- 
ment about the "first Sunday law" is ap- 
propriate. For the enclosed .slumps please 
send me some extra copies of No, 10, the 
last issue of the Blade.— K. D. NORTH- 
BUR 



Che Blade's Correspondence 



More About M. D. Leahy. 

CHANUTE, KANSAS.— Youra of the 

0th just at hand relative to M. D. Leahy. 
1 can say 1 nev.-r heard of ail speaking at 
any time in behalf of the Chriatiail re- 
ligion or <>f his renouneing Freethoughl 

and from the fact of his fn md and alao 
mine, .Mr. Klmer Harmon, who was with 

aim during ail last sickness al st. Paul, 
Naoaha county, told me after bii death, 
he did not recant as they tried to 
have him. So they (nil mother moat par- 
ticular), his ralativoaj elaiine I that he 
might be buried in ihe Catholic semetery. 

• had intended to go ami Mi him in his 
last llehn u but was unable i > do §o from 
— me cause; but you can be a-sured he 

aerer returned to the christian religion; 

he Rrai tOO well infornu'd tor that. L 
further know that he converted two of his 
brothers, Thomas and .John, from Catholic- 
ism t<» iVaathougbt} and John, the young- 

est beciime quite an orator iu our cause, 
and later was appointed to pome Govern- 
ment oflOfl hy < J rover Cleveland. I will 
Iry and learn where hi now K and if [ do 
will let you know as he couhl give tn all 

the Information neded, lie was «ritfa M. D. 

Leahy all the time he conducted the school 
at Liberal. M.i., and was a bright student. 
I heard his oration on their commencement 
day. Now dear friend if [ can I.aru any 
more facts in regard to the case will be 
glad to inform yofc. ( '. F. ALEXANDER, 
1 106 S. Central Ave. 

Generous-Hearted Co-Laborer. 

PEKTWATBR, Mini. A short time 
■go I wrote to my old-tinM friend, John 

If. Charlesworth, editor ol ihe Klade, in- 
quiring if I can have space to "say my 
lay," in reply to striclures in the Blade, 
subject, of course, (o t lie rules of politi 
polemioi, honorable controversy. | botioV6 
fully in free discussion. For ihi past si\ 

months r have been in parti.! retirement 

from the lecture-platform, while wife and 
I have been devut ing OUT energies to the 
building of a co/y aottagi home, on ihc 
shore of Lake Michi-an. I shall now 
soon be out battling for the truth a- I Mi 

the truth, for the remainder of my day* 

Tin re is much to teach and do for human- 
ity's sake. Mr. Charlowo.th practices 

(he spirit of (rue brotherhood, which so 

many Christians, and some Freet hi. ike. s 
merely profess. II, re is his replv to n.v 



"Lexington, Ky., June 9, l<)i)<). 

"\\ . r, /ami aeon, 

" Pant water, Mich. 
"My Dear Friend: 

"YoUffl received a day or two ago, but 
have hem prevented from answering until 
now. Thi article JQQ >j>eak of was written 
by J. r'rantz, San Francisco. Will hunt up 
the iaatti having it ami send on to you. 

" Ihe Bladi columns are always opto to 
you, for 1 can never forget your kindness 
(<» me When I began my Freet bought work 

yean ago, 

"Winning your and yours all 
happi n eaa , I am fraternally v.uirs, 

W. F. J AM1ESON. 



rULABOSA, TLX AS. — It seems to me 
that publishers of Freet bought literature 

are negleetinf one very promiaing hold of 
propaganda ami that is illustrated post 

eardl with suitable sentiments. I have 
been dealing iu post cards Cor two years 
and have been unable to tind a suitable 
line Thil is a tnggmtioa for what it is 

worth. You.s fraternally— WM. IIOWFU- 
TON. 



Proper Names or Nouns. 

A.NNAPOLI8, IfD. In the Blade of 
June 27th, A. L. Wade explains his attack 

on Friend Pranti thus: 

"Firat, I ffiall to criticise his spelling 
the proper name. 'God, 1 with a small letter, 
g. " And he continues: "If I know any- 
thing about Engtiah rrammer, all proper 

names eOBWnanOi e/ith a capital letter." 
(1 praailBM he means- all proper names 
commence with capital letter;.) 

I teamed the same thing from my gram- 
mar and I also learned that proper names 
Vara the names of persons ami places. 
Now, just fur ihe henetit of some of us 
ignoranl readers of the Hlade will Mr. 
Wade pleaai carry his explanations a little 
fuither and tell us why he and all his 
coadjutors, wen to the pious translators 
of holy writ, iu writing of those two places, 
concerning tlli existence of which they are 
so certain, always commence them with 
small h'sf-W. L. LUCE. 



Prose and Poetry. 

CANNON FALLS, MIXX.-Yours of the 



THE BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



insi. 1 evened today aud I make basic 
lo aiiswer because 1 weal to relieve iuy 
wind and keep up the iiubil 1 have oi ex- 
ppminf Bkj opinion wherever aud wheu- 

•vax 1 euu without making a iool ol myotif 

(in in\ uwu wiml), you must knuw that 1 
am in my 77th year, my wile 7 J and her 
h>ut 7C>— us three aud no mure; all trying 
to live on Jut) acres ol land. Now here is 
where Christian beience comes in and 
makes me see that the Monitor is a daily 
travesty un the science; Conventional lies 
and Christian Manet don't work together 
at all an my mind. 1 attended the Old 

Btttlaii matting. 1 was loaded Cot them 

but the meeting was broken up by the hand 
oi God but 1 keep the load yet. 

At the iorks oi the road 1 stood 

And wondered which way i should go. 
Whether lo take the road that leads to the 
wood 

Or the one that leads below. 
Taara'a the iorks oi the road to every one, 

As he stands like olatue there, 
'J lie one Ihul leads lo tiie rising sun, 

ihe other to death and despair, 
'i lie question that 's asked is an easy one, 

Jjial eaen child could decide tot himseli, 
W ere it not ior some son oi a gun, 

Who s working lor plunder and pell. 

Or the damned majority (iools and 
royuesj. I he majority is the iooi *s argu- 
ment and the rogue's opportunity, in my 
opinion i'joportional ttapfftaantatlOB would 
Btof) this majority business I 1 . L>. CJ. li' the 
thinkin- ones would only work together. 

The Ioul, the rugue, the hunest man, 

Are my great brother's three; 
To please them all my cunstant plan 

And make them all agree. 
Ihe hunest man 1 love the best; 

JJecuuse in him 1 trust; 
But he's so guud U! (Jive men rest; 

Hit guudness makes me bust. 
The rugue is sharp and iuiiiiy tuu, 

In some scheme Ins cunstant aim, 
When in trouble he'll see us thruugh 

But ail reliel is worse than pain. 
And there's the fool my ready mule 

lor burdens well equipt, 

To care lor him it is a si.i I willingly 
accept. 

But it's time to do my chores; 1 will 
low this to the boys; maybe we'll get a 

ilsai Ibar. 

iours in love ol the truth, 

ULYSSES TANNER. 



The Grandeur of Hausman's Book. 

CINCINNATI, O. 11 agreeable on yuur 
«iiit you can put DM down lor one ol l)r. 

■auamaa'i books. Bomawhal disabled 

inancially just at present but will be able 



to mail you J2.00 within two weeks. What 
makes Dr. Hausn.an's bunk welcome, is 
i hat it is wrote kfl plain everyday language 
without the usual scientilic terms, so that 
every man or woman with the three K's, 
and a common schoal education wuuld be 
able to digest and retain same. -SAMUEL 

RAGENDOBF. 



is True. 

STAMFORD, TEXAS.— Caa any one oi 

the Bladt rtadan fiTt the dying words of 
Thomas Paint and is it a l'aet that on his 
death bed he made the si at emi-nt : "Would 
t<» (iod 1 liad all my writings together M 
1 cuuld burn them." Is it also a lact in 
In.sl4.ry that Thomas JtfimOfl fOi his ideas 
Ol American independence 1'rom a little 
Baptist Chufch conference down in Vir- 
ginia. Boil of the ftboTt qatationt bare 

been thrown at me by a Baptist brother 
and I've demanded the Dffool My train- 
ing has most all been by the church but in 
my older days have gone buck on it So 
am not very well up on fraataotlghl and of 
c urse have batfl mignad by the church 
to the second death. With kindest wishes 
fof the Bladt and its many readei s.— N. 
LINK. 

NEWS FROM THE WEST. 

IF YOU WANT 

to learn about the Western Slope of Colo- 
rado, good free Government land, favorab.e 
i"2iinQuishinents, subscribe to 

Norwood Record 

A. J. McNASSER, Publisher. 
Subscription Rates . 

One Year $1.50 

Six Months .50 

fhree Months .40 

Published Every Thursday. 

~~~ WANTED— Boys and Girls 

J to sell 24 Jewelry Novelties at 10c 
J each, and get this dandy Hase Ball 

' ^'V^^X^^Seud P J.£5" aud 

mm, 

e Arvideon Novelty Co. 
230 33 McClelland Bldg. Lexington, Ky. 

DOG FENNEL IN THE ORIENT 

By 

CHAKLKS CHILTON IfOORB. 
Account of former Blade Kditor 's visit 
to the Holy Laud and strong criticism of 
I lie many lakes and impositions practiced 
on the traveling public in the name of re- 
gion. 




Nauman's Orchestra 

E. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 

or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Desired. 

Over 500 pieces of the beet music, suitable 
for any program, always on hand. 



Phone 128 1-2. 
SIGOURNEY, - 



IOWA. 



JUST OUT I 

NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 

FOR FREETHINKERS. 

Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bells. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. 

1 have composed these sotijjs for tin* 
benefit of Frtfthinktftj or men of Common 
Sense, who do not w'sh to insult our Cre- 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fulton St., Chicago, 111. 

A TRIP TO ROME 

By 

DR. .). B. WILSON. 

This work is acknowledged to he one of 
the best descriptive literary efforts of the 
century A Freethinker's view of the old 
world ami what he saw there. 

Cloth— $1.25 postpaid. 
BLUE (iiiAss BLADE, 

Lexington, Ky. 

BILL'S fWENUE 

makes you cheerful and 
thoughtful. It Is u personal 
department In tin* \\ HEEL 
OF LIFE thut grows on you. 
Vim find yourself walling 
with Interest for what "Bill" 
has to say next. 

r "f\N f\/V\BRIGrtN 

MftDONISfVlsaser. 

lal running In the WHEEL 
"HILL" OF LI KK. It Is written by 
Mary Ives Todd, theahlest writer of Liberal 
fiction ulnce Grant Allen, and Is a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially uioderu 
problem of the Woman In Business. 

TttB WHB&L OF LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OKIOlNH, the origin of Marriage, of Fthlcs, 
of Religion, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. Jt treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes lu 
the whole Wheel of Ufa, treatlngall subjects 
in suchuclear, plain and s pley way that the 
dust is shaken out and they become as In- 
teresting as a novel to even the carnal 
reader. Hcnd lOcents for a six months' trial 
subscription or u quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF f\ 

DRONE" by Joseph Medlll Patterson, 
author of * A LITTLE BROTHER OF Til K 




RICH." MM Without extra charge witha 
(\ months' trial subscription to the WHEEL 
OFL1FF. Address 

LIFE PUB. CO.. Desk A, St. Louis. Mo. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



Be Surt and tubscrlb* For 



"The Woman and 



Secular Thought The p rospector » 

i Fortnightly Journal of Rational Crltl- 1 IIW 1 "VWlJVVwVI 



Journal of Rational Crltl 
In Politico, Science anrf Religion 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN 8ECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR 80CIETY. 

Editor - - • J. Spencer Elite. 
Published at 185ft Queen St. Weat, To 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought," 
185% Queen St. West, loronto. Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 
C. M. ELLis, Proprietor an 
Secular Thought, 

Toronto, 



THE WORLD'S BEST WATCHES. 



The World's 



Best Watches 



Men's Regular (18) size; Hampden, 

"Spatial By.," 18 Jtwak, m; "New 
Kv.," U Jtwak, 180) "Dtwbtc WaUfc 

Co.," 21 Jewels, HA J "Dmber Grand," 17 
Jewels, $8; lf> Jewels, *<i; 7 Jewels, $4.50. 

Blfifl or Walt ham: " Veritas" or " Van- 
guard," U Jewels, 00) 'Mother Time," 
Off "Cresre.it Sir.," H Jewels. |8sV60| "B. 
W. Raymond," 1!) Jewels, .fJO; Same or 
"A. Ti Premier," 17 Jewels, $18.50; 
"Wheeler," or "R S. Hart let t," 17 
Jewels, niekle, $«); Same, gilt, $7; US 
Jewels, $(>; 7 Jewels. +.V, all in Silverine, 
>erew ease. In 20 war Hold ease $.'{, or in 
2f>-year case |6 more. Kvery Wat eh 1'ivmi 
from laetnry, prepiid with guarantee. 

Semi for prices of Watches not enumer- 
ated here (off order from any of my old 
price-lists). Chains, Fohs, Diamonds, 
Jewelry, Optical Qoods, l<Yeet nought 
Badges, [ngersoll Spoons; Ring GaOfg and 
my great little tract: "Theism In the 
Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
La Orange, Cook County, 111. 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A. M. PARKER, 

WATER-POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & MFG. CO. 
Cleveland-So. Brooklyn, Ohio. 

The Work and Ways of Literary Folk 

VACABONDIA 

Sold by Subscription $1 per year 

VAOABONDIA is an illustrated month- 
ly magazine devoted to people who write 
and draw things,-— Authors, Playwrights 
and Illustrators. 

EACH 1SSI E contains interesting arti- 
cles OB the personalities ot literary men 
and women Human Interest biographical 
Sketches, Appreciations and Ksiimates of 
all the prio n! day writers a ad (heir work 
—stories of their hobbies and recreations 
— thrilling accounts of literary micccsscs, 
— unconventional photographs of authors 
and their homes, with glimpses of their 
Workaday life. Criticisms, Short Stories 

and Literary News,- Contribution! by well 

known writers on subjects having to do 
with every form of literary composition, 
including the novel, play wrighting, et., 

EVERYONE tngagad in literary work 
or curious about literary people will find 
Vagabondia interesting and instructive. 
It is invaluable to the literarv worker. 

VAOABONDIA is in a class by itself, 
being the only writers' and illust raters * 
magazine published. It is the "trade pa- 
per", so to speak, of the writer class. 

Book lie\iews, Magazine News, Publish- 
ers' Notes ami Anuoiiimements. 

VAGABONDIA 
EVERETT LLOYDj Editor ami Publisher 

1411 Security Trust Big, Chicago, 111. 



Do You Believe 

That We Humans are as Important fl 
Pigs, Potatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown ups. 
aud evea ihe Children, should know a* 
much about ourFehep as we know abo» 
FUhe.-, Plow* rs an ! Fiogs? 

Do you believe In Better Fiogeny, a Mora 
Elevated Race anyway"; 

If so. ppnd : 25 for a year's subscrlptloa 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Malr 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. S. A 
Samples ten cents. Trial three monthe 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," T 



THF PROCESSION of PLANFTS 

1 IS THE GREAT NtW BOOK. IF YOU 1 U 

wonder why the binh moves, write to (he author for • 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshel 

A New Booklet showing up the contradlfl 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Justt he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to ' Jan" their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soo> 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 19 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 

1112 Eddy Street, San Francisco. Cal. 

Give E'm Fits. 



That's what "x'HJC 
■CARLS? sua do w." 
Walter Hurts great rad- 
ical novel, doas to ths 
forces of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular press of the country, 
goaded by the churca 
element, Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
lovel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
is sufficient proof that It 
is all right It has cre- 
ated a icnsatlon In con- 
servatlve circles and 
aused consternation 
among the clergy. 

It Is enthusiastically 
endor. «d by leading 
Frceithlnkers through* 
out the world. You »L 

know how Hurt can write, and In this book 
he Is at Ills best. It Is an elegant volume, 
nt to ornament the finest library; containing 
422 pages, printed on neavy egg-shell paper 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price $150. postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky. 



W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years expert- 
enee buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the business In Georgia. Ala- 




Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is the Greatest Book of modern times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in book form by the BlueGrass Blade, making a book of nearly BOO puw. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow'its serial publication in the hlade columns. 



Svoscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning' 

he First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 



"Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use. " 

"Owners of Angora cats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successtul 
hybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human species." 
"Man has not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF ED UCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies. #1.00 *15.00 the hundred 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 Ee»t 56th St., Chicag. 111. 



